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Haldane Mission is quite possible.189 But in view of Sir
Edward Grey's evident determination from the outset not
to concede any neutrality agreement which would limit his
freedom in taking sides with France in case of a Franco-
German war, and in view of the fact that even before March
29 the Haldane negotiations had virtually broken down, it
seems very doubtful whether Poincare's intervention had
the decisive effect which Izvolski implies. Of course, it may
be that Poincare made earlier representations to Grey on
the subject than those which he gives in his memoirs. Grey
in his memoirs says nothing of this intervention on Poin-
care's part. On this point, as on so many others, we must
await a full publication from the English archives to learn
the precise truth.
The Haldane Mission, however, impelled Poincare to
try to secure from England a binding statement in writing.
Winston Churchill's plan to withdraw British ships from the
Mediterranean for a stronger concentration against Ger-
many in the North Sea, foreshadowed in his speech of March
18, 1912,190 aroused a lively discussion in the British and
French Press. It was urged .that the time Jfrad come for
naval cooperation between the two countries. If England
withdrew her naval forces from the Mediterranean and
protected the north coast of France against the possibility
of a German attack, France could withdraw her fleet from
189 Izvolski to Sazonov, Dec. 5, 1912 (M.F.R., p. 609; L.N., I, 365f.;
Stieve, II, 377): "In my conversation with Poincare and Paleologue I have
been able to learn in a very confidential way that, a propos of the famoua
trip of Lord Haldane to Berlin, . . . Poincare told the British Govern-
ment that so long as France and England had no written agreement of a
general political character, the signing of such an agreement between
Germany and England would at once put an end to the existing Anglo-
French relations.   His protest had the expected effect and the London
Cabinet rejected "the German proposition."    Poincare made these con-
fidences to Izvolski in December, i912, if correctly reported, just at the
time he was trying to convince Russia of the strength and solidarity
of the Triple Entente and to persuade Sazonov in consequence to take a
stiffer attitude in support of Serbia.
190 Churchill, pp. 97, lllfi.; G.P., XXXI, 1471., 156, 198, 218,